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January 
 

2: Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, 2:50pm 

6: Mutual Ministry, 6:30pmn, PH 

7: Gift of Years, 1:30pm, RCR 

8: Camera Club, 7:00pm, PH 

8: Vestry Meeting, 7:30pm, RCR 

8: Property Committee, 7:30pm, RCR 

13: Mark Dolan Farewell Party, 11:30am, PH 

16: Book Club, 2:00pm, R 

19: Aid for Friends, 8:00am, PH 

20: Finance Committee, 12noon, RCR 

20: Holding Space, 4:00pm, C 

21: MLK Jr. Day of Service, 11:30am, PH 

21: Gift of Years, 1:30pm, RCR 

22: Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1:00pm, RCR 

22: Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, 2:50pm 

 

February 

 

4: Gift of Years, 1:30pm, RCR 

5: Camera Club, 7:00pm, PH 

5: Vestry Meeting, 7:30pm, RCR 

6: Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, 2:50pm 

12: Property Committee, 7:30pm, RCR 

16: Aid for Friends, 8:00am, PH 

17: Finance Committee, 12noon, PH 

18: Gift of Years, 1:30pm, RCR 

19: Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, 2:50pm 

20: Book Club, 2:00pm, R 

26: Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1:00pm, RCR 
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Subscribe to The Chronicle: 
To receive The Chronicle by mail at home: annual  

subscription for five bi-monthly issues, $20. Checks to St. 

Andrew’s Episcopal Church, with “Chronicle” on the 

memo line, may be placed in the offertory basket at 

church or sent to the church office. Information, contact 

Robin Prestage: robinprestage@verizon.net. 

 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

On the cover and back pages: Epiphany Pageant; cleaning 

up the campus grounds; Mark Dolan (farewell tributes, p9). 

Photo credits in this edition: Sara Peralta, Hilary Greer, 

Doug Riblet, Bud Holland, Robin Prestage. 
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IN BRIEF 

Forum series begins Jan 27 
Exciting new plans on the theme of 

Deepening Our Relationship with God 

and Building Community are in the 

offing centered around our parish  

forums beginning January 27. Our  

rector, Hilary, and the Vestry, have 

set out an exciting and challenging 

direction for St. Andrews this year. It 

is a vision that is in direct response to 

Jesus’ commandments to us as His 

followers:   

1/ Love God with all your heart and 

soul and mind and 2/ Love one  

another as you love yourself.   

These two great commandments may 

sound simple enough but are a huge 

undertaking for any one of us  

individually and certainly for a church 

as a whole. What is being expressed at 

St. Andrews is a hunger for a deepen-

ing spirituality that is beckoning us to 

look at these commandments once 

again. In response, focusing on our 

faith and building a community of be-

lievers will be at the center of how the 

church will approach this new year.  

The forum, which meets in the parish 

house from 9:00am to 10:00 am on 

Sundays between services, is a perfect 

opportunity to introduce subjects that 

directly relate to these goals.  

The plan is to present an array of  

topics that inform our thinking,  

promote opportunity for growth and 

provide for practical application. 

While each session is a stand-alone 

presentation, it is hoped that attendees 

can come to every forum hour as each 

subject will enhance greatly the  

content of the entire series. 

Topics to be addressed in this series 

are as follows: Community Making 

and God’s Call to Us; Inclusiveness; 

Establishing A Safe Place; Effective 

Listening; Feedback; Compassion; 

Forgiveness; Conflict Resolution. 

On tap to facilitate these discussions to 

date are: Hilary, Carolyn Lyday, 

Cindy Shaw, Jonathan Smith, Nan-

cy and John Poole. As we further de-

velop this program, Rabbi Elliot 

Strom has agreed to join us once 

again, and other topics and facilitators 

will be added. We are hoping to  

include Bill Kondrath at a future date 

to build on the forum and retreat work 

he did with us (see page 10). 

The material we are going to learn 

about is life changing. 

Nancy Poole 

 

MLK Day of  Service 
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 

Service is Monday January 21.  Events 

will be held in the parish house be-

tween 11:30am-2:00pm with lunch 

provided between 11:30am-12:30pm.  

We are collecting five specific baby 

items for the Bucks County Housing 

Group that provides services for the 

Robert Morris Apartments and others 

in need of permanent housing: dia-

pers, wipes, baby shampoo, baby 

wash and baby lotion.   

We are also collecting art supplies to 

make Valentines cards for our mem-

bers who cannot make it to church and 

a local retirement community. Any 

markers, crayons, colored pencils, 

cardstock, construction paper and 

Valentine’s stickers are greatly  

appreciated. Please bring baby and art 

items to the box in the back of the 

church before January 21 or bring 

them to the event. You can also see 

how you can participate in upcoming 

volunteer opportunities at St.  

Andrew’s (see page 4) and what you 

can do to address the issue of gun 

safety. For more information call/text 

Meredith Twardowski at  

(215) 280-4898 or email:  

baroqueandbeyond@yahoo.com. 

 

Super Bowl Chili Fundraiser 
Purchase a generous quart of chili and 

pan of cornbread for $25. Sign up 

sheets are in the back of the church 

(last date for sign up  January 30).  

Pick up is Super Bowl Sunday 

(February 3) in the parish house. This 

year, proceeds will go to Bucks Coun-

ty Housing Group. Support the hungry 

and be ready for your Super Bowl par-

ty. 

 

Awake and Sing! 
Come see St. Andrew's own Sabrina 

Profitt as she stars in the Quintes-

sence Theater production of this play 

by Clifford Odets. Sabrina plays Bes-

sie Berger, the matriarch of a multi-

generational Jewish family struggling 

to survive the Depression in NYC. The 

play is full of humor,  

poetry, drama, and, of course, Sabrina. 

The Quintessence Theater is located at 

7137 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia, 

and the show runs from January 23-

February 17. For tickets, go to  https://

www.quintessencetheatre.org/awake-

and-sing 

Inside: 
Outreach & Justice: Ways you can help, 4. 

From the Rector: Cultivating a loving community, 6. 

Vestry Notes: From the Rector’s Warden. 7. 

Review: Poetry and the power of love, 8. 

Farewell, Mark!: Ode to our departing Music Man, 9. 

Forum: Communicating across differences, part II 10. 

Appreciation: Remembering beloved Sam Smith, 12. 

Voices: Bob Anderson and Bud Holland, 14. 

Advocacy: Our Syrian families updated, 16; Shining the 

light on the darkness of tyranny, 18. 

Art’s Gallery: Megan Sutker is profiled, 19.  
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OUTREACH & JUSTICE 

Monthly Events 
Penndel Food Pantry — Weekly: Bucks County  

Housing Group maintains a food pantry for  

disadvantaged families in the Penndel area. At every 

Sunday service, parishioners bring cans, packages of 

food, and monetary donations for the Penndel Food 

Pantry as part of their weekly offering. There is also a 

team of parishioners who deliver the food offerings. 

 

TASK — First Wednesday and Fourth Tuesday: The 

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) is a private, non-

sectarian organiza-

tion which provides 

more than 3,000 

free meals per week 

to people in need in 

the Trenton area. 

TASK also helps 

patrons achieve 

healthier lifestyles, 

increase self-

esteem, and  

improve self-

sufficiency. In  

addition, TASK  

offers tutoring and 

computer literacy. Twice a month, parishioners from 

St. Andrew’s serve meals at the Soup Kitchen from 

3:15pm until 4:45pm. Car pools are provided and 

leave from St. Andrew’s parking lot at 3:00pm and 

return at 5:00pm. Parishioners can also volunteer to 

tutor at TASK. 

 

Aid for Friends — Third Saturday: Aid for Friends 

provides meals to people in need in Philadelphia and 

surrounding suburbs who are homebound and have no 

one to care for them. The third Saturday morning of 

every month, parishioners and friends bring main 

courses to the Parish House and package them with 

potatoes, vegetables, apple sauce, bread and butter, tea 

and a sweet. St. Andrews parishioners also provide 

peanut butter and jelly or cheese sandwiches which 

are delivered alongside main meals. Some St.  

Andrew’s parishioners deliver meals to Aid for 

Friends once a week. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry — Fourth Tuesday: St.  

Andrew’s Prayer Shawl Ministry group knitted warm 

scarves and hats which were donated to the Seamen’s 

Church Institute of Philadelphia and South Jersey, an 

affiliate of the Pennsylvania Diocese of the Episcopal 

Church, for distribution to merchant seafarers visiting 

the ports of Philadelphia and South Jersey. They also 

knit prayer shawls for those in need. They meet at 

1:00pm in the Rec-

tor’s conference 

room (see photo 

left). 

 

Outreach and  

Justice Committee 

Meetings — Third 

Sunday: The com-

mittee meets after 

the second service 

and welcomes new 

members. We  

discuss current  

outreach events and 

projects and come up with more ways to serve those in 

need. For more information about any of these ser-

vices, contact committee chair Eric Laird at (646) 

309-7643 or edl08628@gmail.com.  

  

Yearly Events 
Martin Luther King Day of Service — January 21, 

2019: As part of a nationwide celebration of Dr.  

Martin Luther King, Jr., St. Andrew’s takes part in the 

MLK Day of Service. This year we will make baby 

bundles for the Bucks County Housing Group shelter.  

Parents in need in our area will receive a kit  

containing diapers, wipes, baby shampoo, baby lotion 

and baby wash. We will also be making one of a kind 

handmade Valentine cards for local seniors and  

parishioners who are home bound and are unable to 

How Can I Help with St. Andrew’s Outreach efforts? 

THE CHRONICLE JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2019 

Members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry presenting their work for  

blessing by Hilary 

(continued on next page) 
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attend church services. In addition, parishioners make 

posters affirming MLK's values and calls for justice 

and then participate in a positive and peaceful public 

witness in downtown Yardley. 

 

Christmas in June for Robert Morris Apartments 

— June 2019:  Parishioners donate $10 gift cards for 

family members in supportive housing to supplement 

their mid-year budget. 

 

Super Bowl Chili Fundraiser — February 3, 2019: 

St. Andrew’s has a Super Bowl Chili fundraiser for 

the Bucks County Housing Group that supports people 

who are homeless and hungry. (see story page 3). 

 

Church Has Left the Building — October 2019: 35 

area churches take part in a day of service called “The 

Church Has Left the Building.” Past projects have  

included: Clark Nature Center, Newtown; The Old 

Library at Lake Afton, Yardley; Trenton Area Soup 

Kitchen; Penndel Food Pantry; Robert Morris  

Apartments, Morrisville; Garden of Remembrance, 

Lower Makefield; and Yardley Food Pantry. 

 

Heifer Living Gift Markets — December: Heifer 

International helps feed hungry people in the United 

States and throughout the world by giving  

income-producing and food-producing animals to  

hungry families. Heifer also provides training in  

caring for the animals and how to best use them. Heif-

er seeks to empower women and to practice  

environmental responsibility (e.g., zero-grazing and 

reforestation). Every December for more than 20 

years, St. Andrew’s has hosted a Living Gift Market at 

which parishioners buy Heifer animals as alternatives 

to material Christmas gifts. 

 

Advocacy Letter Writing: During the Advent season, 

parishioners write letters of support to persons  

imprisoned or tortured for exercising their rights to 

political and religious freedom and to their captors and 

oppressors seeking justice. The cases are identified by 

Amnesty International. During the Lenten season,  

parishioners write letters to our elected representatives 

urging them to support legislation and funding to feed 

all hungry people. The bills and causes are identified 

by Bread for the World. Parishioners and representa-

tives of other faith communities then meet with  

Congressional representatives at their offices in Bucks 

County and Washington D.C. 

 

Clothing Drive: St. Andrew’s periodically collects 

gently used clothing and coats for the Trenton rescue 

mission. 

 

Ongoing Opportunities 
Parish Forums: St. Andrew's offers stimulating  

parish forums each Sunday between our two services. 

The forums take place in the Parish House between 

9:00am and 10:00am. The forums often focus on  

outreach and justice themes and partnerships. A  

planning group works with the rector to plan the 

themes, topics and speakers. To join this group,  

contact John Poole at jmp_20872@verizon.net. 

 

Interfaith Friendship: St. Andrew's has a group of 

parishioners who are interested in promoting interfaith 

friendship and engaging in events, forums, and  

conversations with our Jewish and Muslim neighbors. 

To join this group, contact Bob Anderson (215-968-

6216 or anderbobsox@gmail.com), 

 

Interfaith Food Alliance: St. Andrew's is one of 11 

local faith communities including the Yardley mosque 

that have come together to operate a food center in 

Morrisville, to advocate for those who are food-

insecure, and to educate the public about hunger.  St. 

Andrew's leads IFA's advocacy efforts. Parishioners 

can also volunteer to staff the food center at the  

Morrisville Methodist Church; guests come there on 

week nights and Saturdays to choose the food they 

desire from the shelves. For more information, contact 

Bob Anderson (see above). 

 

The Bucks County Interfaith Coalition for Refugee 

Resettlement: The Coalition has sponsored two  

families who have escaped slaughter in Syria and  

resettled in Morrisville. Parishioners volunteer to help 

the families in a variety of ways, including ESL  

lessons, child care, job hunting driving, play dates 

with kids etc. To learn more and to get involved,  

contact Bob Anderson (see above). 

Meredith Twardowski 

5 

 
 
(continued from previous page) 
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If I understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 

if I have all faith, so as to move mountains, but do not 

have love, I am nothing.  1 Corinthians 13:2b. 

 

Dear Friends, 

THANK you for making St. Andrew’s a church that 

loves so well.  

Together, we raised 

$12,276 for the Penndel 

Food Pantry in 2018 – as 

well as 3,688 pounds of 

food!  

We made thousands of 

meals for Aid for Friends, 

collected backpacks to give 

local students a good start 

to the school year, served 

hundreds of meals at the 

Trenton Area Soup Kitch-

en, as well as  

countless other collections 

and volunteer projects 

throughout the year.  

All of this work is ground-

ed in our love of God, 

which is lived out in the 

way we love our neighbors. 

This love is the nature and 

calling of  

community. As our parish profile put so well, “we 

know that being community is never a given, but  

always a process.”  

 

WE’VE been deepening that process in exciting 

ways, with Bill Kondrath leading us in training on  

communicating across differences in October. This 

issue of The Chronicle continues to explore some of 

the guidelines that Bill shared with us (see page 10). 

Starting in late January, we will kick off a forum  

series at 9:00am on Sundays that has been developed 

by Nancy and John Poole to help us continue to dive 

deeper into what it means to be authentic community. 

At a time when our nation and our world are so  

divided, these practical lessons on cultivating loving 

and authentic relationships are more needed than ev-

er. Come and feed your soul! 

In January we said goodbye to our long-serving  

Music Director, Mark  

Dolan. Thank you to the 

many people in the parish 

who sent Mark off with such 

an outpouring of apprecia-

tion and love (see page 9).  

St. Andrew’s will be in an 

interim period through May 

as I assemble and work with 

a parish committee to call a 

permanent Music Director. 

Starting in February, we will 

be holding church meetings 

and discussions open to all to 

explore the meaning of our 

worship life together and 

gather your thoughts and 

hopes for our next Music  

Director.  

 

THROUGHOUT the coming 

months, we will be sharing a 

number of ways to gather in small groups to explore 

and deepen our faith.  

From the Absalom Jones Eucharist at our Cathedral 

on February 9, to the quiet day led by Barbara  

Crafton in New York City on February 16, to  

opportunities to gather in each other’s homes – stay 

tuned for more ways to be with those you love. 

Peace, 

 

Hilary  

FROM THE RECTOR 

THE CHRONICLE JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2019 

Cultivating loving and authentic relationships  
in our parish community  
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St. Andrew’s Rector’s Warden’s Report 

SINCE October, the work of the Vestry has primarily 

focused on the church finances, particularly ways to 

increase income and reduce expenses while  

addressing necessary  

improvements/repairs to our 

buildings. 

At its November meeting, 

the Vestry approved spend-

ing up to $1,000.00 to  

replace the water heater in 

the sacristy and up to 

$22,000.00 to replace the 

heating system in the 

church, which recently 

failed, with a forced air  

system. The cost to replace 

the heating system is to 

come from the 2014 Capital Campaign emergency 

fund.  

Accounting warden Gerry Yarnall reported that the 

Verizon House had been rented to a new tenant for 

$2,350 per month beginning November 1, 2018.  

The Vestry was also invited to participate in the fall 

cleanup to begin December 1, 2018, which will save 

the parish the contractor’s charge of $2,200.00. 

At the same meeting, the Vestry approved paying the 

2019 diocesan assessment of $17,000 but decided not 

to make any pledge to the diocese for the year.  

The Vestry also approved establishing on-line  

donations to the parish by credit card, allowing a  

parishioner to borrow one of the parish’s unused  

pianos, and directed the Property Committee to 

determine what, if any, savings would result from 

converting the Parish House, St. Andrew’s House, 

and the Rectory from oil to gas heating.  

The Vestry also discussed conducting a new energy 

audit of our buildings and seeking advice from the 

diocese concerning their use and maintenance.  

The Vestry scheduled its planned meeting with the 

nursery school leaders for January 12 to gather  

information concerning its future with the parish.  

On November 18, the Vestry held a special meeting 

to discuss the disposition of the recent bequests  

totaling $555,000.00, which focused on the legal 

standards for establishing restrictions on the use of 

the money and what restrictions, if any, would be in 

the best interest of the  

parish, and the appropriate 

amounts to be restricted, if 

any. No decisions were 

made, but the discussions 

were to be continued at the 

Vestry’s December 4  

meeting. 

At the December 4, 2018 

meeting Rector Hilary 

Greer advised that Mark 

Dolan, our music director, 

had submitted notice of his 

resignation, and that the  

parish would seek an interim music director, and that 

there would be a farewell party to honor Mark for his 

17 years of devoted service to our parish.   

The Vestry also conducted further discussions  

concerning disposition of the large bequests, which 

are to be concluded at its January 8, 2019 meeting 

with the Vestry approving the terms of the required 

“Enabling Resolution.” which will establish the legal 

framework for managing and disposition of the funds.  

The Vestry also approved at that meeting the 2019 

parish budget and the authority of Rector Hilary 

Greer to negotiate an increase in rent for the St.  

Andrew’s House apartment by as much as $400.00 

but not less than $200.00 from the current rent of 

$1,900.00 per month, the negotiations to include  

advice to the current tenant that the parish would 

make repairs to address safety issues at a cost of no 

more than $2,000.00. The lease with the new rent 

would only be extended for one year (through  

December 13, 2019), during which the parish will 

make more substantial improvements to justify a full 

“market value” rent in future years. 

Doug Riblet 

Rector’s Warden 

VESTRY NOTES 

Property repairs, rents, new heating system, donations 
and bequests are top Vestry topics 
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GO DEEP is a collection of poems by Steve Nolan and 

pastels by NJ DeVico. It is a simply beautiful book to see 

and savor. And it delivers on the title's promise: absorbing 

poem and pastels takes one deep indeed into the messiness, 

mysteries, and miracles of our lives.  

Steve was recently diagnosed with multiple myeloma; NJ 

has myelodysplatic syndrome. Steve, a Licensed Clinical 

Social Worker, spent 30 years in the military, ending his 

career as the Chief of Combat Stress for an Afghanistan 

province and then running a PTSD clinic for the VA for 

five years.   

Steve also has the great good fortune (and he knows it) to 

be married to Barbara Simmons, the Executive Director 

of the Bucks County Peace Center. I rejoice in accompany-

ing Barbara and Steve along their peaceful, poetic ways. 

I'm Leaning toward the Milky Way tells of a wife  

caring for a husband in desperate need of an organ  

transplant. After a small meal, she offers him "something 

sweet — tapioca pudding, strawberry rhubarb or a Milky 

Way candy bar?" He responds: "I'm leaning toward the 

Milky Way." The poem follows the husband's inclination 

and ends with this stanza: 

 

We put a man on the moon. We sent 

a probe to Mars but we did not find  

heaven; not a cherub or harp has yet 

appeared on NASA or SOYUZ cameras. 

Perhaps farther out in the solar system, 

'farther out in some magnificent, 

luminous galaxy we will find  

those pearly gates -- I'm leaning toward  

the Milky Way and the one woman's hand 

offering it, saying, this may not 

be Paradise, but this is love. 

 

This poetry collection does not offer Pie in the Sky. Instead 

it delivers love in the trenches. This is an honest love  

experienced and earned in the "milkiness" of cancer, war, 

religious intolerance, and political bigotry. In leaning into 

this milkiness, we find a way that goes deep into a beauty, 

tenderness, joy and peace that passes understanding. The 

last stanza of the last poem expresses the transcendent yet 

intimate reality and romance of the Milky Way: 

 

Yesterday I finished a 1200 mile 

journey to start new cancer treatment. 

Late last night we put our heads 

down together for the first time 

in a new town. Before dozing off 

my wife reached over and took my hand. 

The outside world then hushed 

its endless say; 

and even in the darkness I could see 

that the sum of our fingers 

equaled infinity. 

 

To Go Deep, you can order this book from Amazon or 

Ragged Sky Press.  

Bob Anderson 

Poetry collection that delivers ‘love in the trenches’ 

REVIEW 
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The Power of  Love 
Michael Curry is our Presiding Bishop. And he's also a religious Rock Star, as anyone who watched the Royal  

wedding will attest. Boy, can our Bishop preach! The wedding homily and other sermons are collected in The Power 

of Love. In this case, a book cannot do justice to a live performance. But this book surely does a whole lot of justice 

anyway. And a whole lot of mercy too. The PB practices what he preaches. He exudes and enacts the Power of Love. 

He urges us to join him and provides us with resources to adopt our own rule of life for living in that Power.  

Adopting and obeying such a rule is my New Year's project. In the meantime, I leave you with this inspirational and 

utterly true message from the Bishop's book: 

“I hope you recognize love as the most powerful force for personal change and for changing the world around 

us. Yes, we live in scary times. Yes, people are hurting. Yes, people are hurting one another. But anger is not 

the key; revenge is not the answer. The way of love—the love and power of God—is the key to our hope and to 

our future. The message of God is very simple. Love one another. Take care of one another. Take care of  

creation. And while you’re at it, love me—love God. Do that and you will find your way. That is the core of the 

gospel. That is the only sermon that matters.” 

And let all the people say Amen. 

Bob Anderson 
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FAREWELL, MARK! 
Ode to Dolan 

 
Joy to us this man named Dolan 

Talented beyond all claim 
He it is whose patience golden 

Brought our choirs to claim their fame 
 

With adults and little children 
Working hard to find their voice 
Splendor of his patience with us  

We’ve been clearly his great choice 
 

When he came with joy to serve us 
Little did we then well know  
What a spirit, precious to us  

Hearts to him would closer grow 
 

At St. Andrew’s with his guidance  
Children and adults have learned 
How to praise the Christ among us  

Though his grace we’ve hardly earned 
 

Now to you we sing our praises  
Mark you’ll always be with us 

And we wish you more successes 
Certain as God’s grace we trust 

 
Stay with Bach but do remember 

Post romantic has its place 
Tournemire and Jongen sometimes  

Aren’t like gruel upon a plate 
 

Auf wiedersehen now we bid you 
In our hearts you’ll always be 

Visit often just to see us  
In your debt we’ll ever be. 

 
Dolan, Dolan health be with you 
Watch the burgers, hold the fries 

Think of us where ‘er you are 
Our love for you will never die. 

 
Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 
Words: Randolph von Hugel 
(Translated by Randy Hill) 
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Practice Self-focus  
Practicing self-focus has two parts. The first part has to do 

with using “I” statements—that is, making a commitment 

to speak in the first person singular about what one thinks, 

believes, or feels. Here the point is to avoid unsupported 

generalizations, such as: “People think …” or “Everyone 

believes . . . . “ When I speak in generalities from a place of 

power or privilege, without acknowledging my status, I 

foster monoculturalism (or an oppressive stance acting as 

though I am better than anyone) by speaking as if what I 

am saying is true for everyone, rather than simply my  

opinion or my privileged 

group’s way of thinking.  

As a group facilitator, it 

is more effective to say 

“Can you tell me more 

about . . . ?” than to ask 

“Why do you believe . . 

. ?” Inviting a person to 

tell me more is open-

ended and shows my in-

terest in the person as 

well as the statement. 

Asking a person why 

they said something 

strikes many people as 

questioning their motives 

or intelligence, and  

frequently triggers  

defensiveness. I am  

reminded of the times I 

angrily asked one of my 

daughters, in a demand-

ing voice, “Why did you 

do that?” They were 

quick to learn that I was not asking for information but say-

ing, “You should not have done that!” The problem is that 

questions that start with “why” often trigger memories of 

shame and defensiveness.  

Self-focus has a second dimension. Here, self-focus means 

really listening to myself and the information from within 

that I often overlook. When I am truly self-focused, I am 

paying attention to the feelings that I am experiencing 

while someone else is speaking. As I am hearing his/her 

words and meanings, I am monitoring my own inner  

responses. I am aware that what is being said and what is 

not being said (what is left out of the conversation) are  

having an impact on me emotionally. Even if I do not know 

why I am having a particular feeling, I allow myself to  

become aware of my feeling state in the moment, and I take 

responsibility for it. Self-focus is being aware that these are 

my feelings. Something the other person said or did may 

have been a stimulus, and these feelings are mine. This sort 

of self-focus requires practiced discipline. When I am not 

exercising self-focus, I often “listen with my answer  

running.” I confuse my response with universal right and 

good. I am also in danger of responding to the statement 

without paying attention 

to the speaker.  

 

Notice Both Process 

and Content  
Content is what we say. 

Process refers to how and 

why we say or do some-

thing and how  

others react. Notice who 

is active and who is not; 

who is speaking and who 

is not; who is comforta-

ble and who is not; who 

is interested and who 

isn’t, including yourself. 

Ask about what you  

notice and share your 

thoughts and feelings as 

well. 

  

Practice “Both/And” 

Thinking  
Some of us grew up with 

an “either/or” worldview; some with “both/and” 

worldview. Underlying either/or thinking is an attitude, 

unusually unconscious and unarticulated, that I am superior 

to the person with a differing position, or that the other per-

son is inferior to me. We may not even notice how deeply 

either/or thinking is ingrained in our way of living because 

it is part of our worldview. We are like fish swimming in 

the water and not noticing the water around us.  

The practice of both/and thinking often means substituting 

the word “and” for the words “but” or “however” in a  

FORUM 

Guidelines for Honoring and Talking  
across Differences — Part II 
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(continued on next page) 

Communicating Across Differences was the title of a half-day 

training seminar with Bill Kondrath, a priest and a trainer for the 

House of Bishops, in the Parish House on October 13.  

Attendees were asked: How do we create families, communities 

and churches that are marked by the practices of listening to each 

other and learning from our differences? Kondrath taught  

practical, day-to-day approaches that change the ways we listen to 

each other and build diverse communities. He prepared this two-

part article for the presentation kit at the seminar and it is reprinted 

here with his kind permission. This is the second and concluding 

installment which began in the previous edition of The Chronicle. 

The guidelines framing his presentation and this article are: 

• Try on 

• It’s okay to disagree 

• It’s not okay to shame, blame, or attack oneself or others 

• Practice self-focus 

• Notice both process and content 

• Practice both/and thinking 

• Be aware of intent and impact 

• Maintain confidentiality 
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sentence. This substitution is 

even more important when 

stating your opinion after 

someone has said something 

with which you disagree. Your 

“and” will let the other person 

know that they have been 

heard and respected, and that 

what you are saying does not 

cancel out what they have said. 

Stating strong differences with 

both/and language can help 

prevent people with strongly 

differing views from slipping into defensive postures or 

predetermined solutions. It acknowledges the complexity 

of a situation and invites both parties to investigate why it 

is that they see the situation differently. It is a path toward 

mutuality.  

“Both/and” thinking is grounded in the Incarnation and 

the belief that Jesus is human and divine, and that God 

sees us as we are in all our sinfulness and calls us to live 

in God’s own image.  

 

Be Aware of Intent and Impact  
Intent is my intention or motive in doing or saying  

something. Impact is the effect or consequence my speech 

or action has on another person or persons. Sometimes I 

make comments that I do not intend to be racist, sexist, 

elitist, or oppressive, and nevertheless another person is 

deeply impacted by my comment.  

The person who feels hurt or offended may then accuse 

me of inappropriate behavior and may even say that they 

think the remark was racist, sexist, and so forth. The  

conversation quickly escalates, and both of us become 

defensive. Remember: when I am talking about my intent, 

I am focusing on me. When I am talking about impact, I 

am focusing on the other person.  

Not only do I need to become aware of the impact I am 

having on others, I also need to inquire of myself what 

attitudes of superiority or privilege may underlie my  

comments and behaviors that others experience as  

oppressive.  

In a similar way, it is important for people with less  

privilege or power to reflect about the ways they have 

unwittingly learned to internalize or buy into their own 

oppression and thus also make an unconscious and  

unintended impact on others.  

Paul writes: For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 

do not want is what I do. (Romans 7:19). Ethically, we 

are accountable not only for what we intend but also for 

the impact we have on others that we may not have  

intended.  

 

Maintain Confidentiality  
Confidentiality is important in one-to-one interactions, in 

learning groups, Bible studies, and plenaries. It has to do 

with boundaries and safety. On a personal level, I may 

choose to take certain risks or to try on new ideas and  

behaviors. I might even be willing to expose my  

assumptions or discuss my personal theology if I have a 

sense that what I am saying will not be made public  

outside of the context in which I am speaking. Most  

simply put, this guideline means that everyone agrees not 

to tell one another’s personal stories.  

In agreeing to each of the guidelines, people should be 

asked to make a commitment to each other and not just to 

the leader. This is most important with regard to  

confidentiality because people are agreeing not to tell 

each other’s stories.  

We note that while Jesus talks with the Samaritan woman 

at the well about her many previous marriages, he leaves 

it up to the woman to tell her own story. She is the one 

who goes back into the village and says that Jesus has told 

her everything she has ever done (John 4:4-42). The story 

of the woman caught in adultery inspires a similar  

caution. Here it is clear that those who have called for the 

woman to be stoned have not kept confidential what they 

have found out. Rather than publicly attacking the woman 

or her accusers, Jesus writes in the sand and says, Let  

anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw 

a stone at her. (John 8:7).  

 

©These guidelines are abbreviated from William M. Kon-

drath, God’s Tapestry: Recognizing and Understanding 

Differences (Herndon, Virginia: The Alban Institute, 

2008). They are based on guidelines developed by  

VISIONS, Inc. (www.visions-inc.org). 
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(continued from previous page) 
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APPRECIATION 

Ron and I share with many others the 

memory of Sam’s presiding at St.  

Andrews and giving short and  

excellent sermons. But the best  

memories we have is of singing in the 

choir with Sam. One very snowy  

rehearsal night Ron and I made it down 

to St. Andrews and the only other  

person besides Peter Walker 

(organist) who showed was Sam, all 

the way from the George School.  

Rehearsal was cancelled.    

Once, when Sharline was going on 

Sabbatical it fell to Marilyn to arrange 

for coverage on Sundays. At the time 

both Sam and Daniell Hamby were 

parishioners. Sam told Marilyn that she 

should give Daniell as many Sundays 

as he could do, because Daniell had a 

young family to support. This was an 

excellent example of how Sam was 

considerate of others.  

Ron and I were delighted to visit Sam 

and Betsy in their Oregon home, and it 

was also wonderful to reconnect with 

them on their return a few years ago. 

An important part of the choir’s reper-

toire is the Schubert Sanctus, one of 

Sam’s favorites, and we always think 

of him when we sing it.   

Marilyn and Ron Slivka 

 

I remember Sam in his graphic t-shirts 

especially his pi shirt (above) and Sam 

jokingly telling me I was absolutely 

irreverent because I always appreciated 

his sermons’ durations and the succinct 

content. 

Diane Eiswerth  

 

I have many fond memories of Sam, 

from our numerous conversations and 

the important role he assumed at St. 

Andrew's. Foremost in my mind, how-

ever, are the numerous times he visited 

Holly when she was hospitalized at 

Einstein. Nothing could have been 

more comforting to her (and to me) 

than having such a gentle and wise 

soul's peaceful personality with her to 

share her final communions. I have  

always been very grateful for Sam's 

thinking of us, and helping us, at that 

very sad time. 

Doug Riblet 

 

Aside  from his gentle spirit and sweet 

voice, I always looked forward to Sam’s 

homilies. He did not harangue us but 

shared stories and his faith shone 

through.  

My personal challenge was to guess 

when he would end the homily. It was a 

surprise and succinct! I loved it as he 

didn’t add a lot of flowery stuff; you 

knew you would get meaningful content 

and then a dramatic Amen!! Memorable 

for sure!! 

Peace Baxter   

 

Sam was (and always remains for me) a 

sparkling, stimulating, and thought-

provoking companion in God's great 

family. I am forever indebted to this 

man of so many aspects.  

Above all, Sam  has been a treasured 

brother in Christ since Nov 1974. What 

a gift. I send love to Betsy who also has 

been a prime companion. especially at 

those wonderful retreats at Holy Cross 

Monastery. 

Ned Gammons (St. Andrew's rector 

from 1974-1989)  

 

I met the Smiths at St Andrews in the 

1970’s. Sam was teaching at George 

School at the time. Sam had already 

been ordained as an Episcopal priest in 

his native California. They had two cute 

kids, Rachel and Ben, who were both 

attending George School. Betsy and I 

bonded over being slightly outdated 

“hippies.” With Sam it was his short, 

occasional, sermons — often about the 

“Tappit  Brothers” — and his love of 

animals.  

Soon after that my beloved husband, 

Sam Smith: priest,  preacher, teacher and tenor 

(continued on the next page) 
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A memorial service  

celebrating the life of the 

Rev. Sam Smith, a beloved 

member of our parish for 

decades, was held on  

November 9. Sam died  

following a long illness. In a 

special e-mail message to 

the parish announcing 

Sam’s passing, Rector Hila-

ry Greer wrote: 

"Sam and Betsy have been  

members of St. Andrew's 

for decades, and raised their  

children, Rachel and Ben, in 

our church. Sam was an 

Episcopal priest and 

worked on the math faculty 

of George School. I've heard 

how many of you fondly 

remember the occasional  

services that Sam led at St.  

Andrew's, his tenor voice in 

our choir, and the gentle, 

loving presence that he 

brought to everything he 

did. Betsy remains an active 

and much-loved member of 

our community and  

appreciates the love and 

support from St. Andrew's 

during Sam's illness and 

death.” 

Bob Anderson collected  

remembrances of Sam to 

offer to his family. Edited 

highlights of some of those 

messages appear here. 
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Beryl, entered my life. Sam was the one who did our  

wedding rehearsal, 42 years ago, his patience relieving the 

jitters with quick wit. He and Betsy joined us at our  

rehearsal dinner, which was lots of fun for all. 

Sam and Beryl were “the” two tenors in the St Andrew’s 

Chancel Choir for several years from 1987 until the Smiths 

moved to Oregon. When Sam and Betsy moved back to 

PA from Oregon, it was especially delightful that they 

moved into Pennswood Village. They have been wonderful 

friends and neighbors at Pennswood and St Andrew’s. 

They are a gift to our journey in Christ. 

Betsy Moore 

  

I remember that his sermons were usually short and to the 

point. When I was a Sunday School teacher, on mornings 

Sam preached, I shuddered, knowing the sermon and there-

fore the service was going to be short. That of course gave 

me A LOT more time to spend with the fifth and sixth 

graders in Sunday School…a daunting experience! 

I also remember him leading us into church for the Easter 

vigil with his chanting. The congregation’s response was 

“Thanks be to God”. I often thought of that through the 

years especially as I saw Sam here in Pennswood. Thanks 

be to God for Sam. 

Marcie White 

 

Our faith is a love story. Indeed, it is the Song of Songs. 

No one sang the Song of Songs better than Sam and Betsy 

Smith. Here is how Solomon sang the song is the Bible:  

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; 

for love is strong as death, passion fierce as the grave. 

(Song of Solomon 6:7). 

Here is how Sam sang the song the day after his  

emergency room visit that triggered his final decline. I  

arrived and found him awake and desiring to say Morning 

Prayer. Though he had been through Hell the night before 

and had to struggle to speak, he recited the Lord's Prayer, 

Psalm 23, and, for good measure, Psalm 121. When Betsy 

arrived, he told the nurse: "I wildly adore that woman." 

Sam's faith as a priest and his love as Betsy's husband were 

indivisible. 

That truth reminds me of the goodbye party for Sam and 

Betsy as they headed off to Oregon. We dined in and 

around the rectory on a lovely spring evening and then 

headed inside for entertainment. While Sam and Betsy sat 

on a couch surrounded by their sea of fans, opera singers 

Larry Alexander and Mary Paul serenaded them with 

Some Enchanted Evening. It was both magical and realer 

than real. 

Sam was married to math as well as to Betsy. He taught 

math at George School as his son Ben does now. As a 

young man, Sam enjoyed reading the works of Bertrand 

Russell so here is a Russell quote in honor of both his  

marriages: "The good life is one inspired by love and guid-

ed by knowledge."  

In Sam's case, Q.E.D. 

Bob Anderson 

 

Betsy and Sam Smith, their children Rachel and Ben, and 

our family have known each other since 1970. During 

countless evenings, weekends, and summers, we gathered 

in faculty homes. The adults were riveted by Sam’s  

phenomenal knowledge of mathematics, philosophy,  

theology, and classical music.  

Sam was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather; a  

superior educator and a religious and community leader; 

the epitome of an intellectual and cultural life well lived; 

and a truly gentle and kind peacenik.  

Barry and Dottie Coppock (George School and Penns-

wood Friends) 

 

I credit Sam with offering me my first teaching gig, thus 

launching my career. After 41 years, my classroom is still 

decorated with a dozen paper models of complex polyhe-

dra and some of my best lessons are ones I cribbed from 

Sam. Whenever I found myself stuck with a particularly 

thorny math problem, Sam would produce a hand-written 

solution complete with a synopsis of its historical origins 

and recommendations for further reading. Not because he 

was trying to show off, but because he assumed that I 

would find it as fascinating as he did, as if I were his  

intellectual peer. I have always tried not to disabuse him of 

that kindness. 

Bill Enos (former parishioner and Head of the  

Mathematics Department at George School) 

 

When I started coming to St. Andrew's, I appreciated  

seeing Sam in this new community. In a celebration of All 

Saints Day last year, members of our present congregation 

were asked to write the names of the saints we wanted to  

celebrate in our own lives on slips of paper and put them in 

a basket on the altar. Bill and I of course wrote Sam's name 

on our paper and added it to the basket. 

Margaret Enos (Former parishioner and member of the 

History Department at George School) 

 

Sam was a passionate intellectual whose interests included 

math, physics, philosophy, religion, history, politics,  

classical music, and baseball. George School colleagues 

described him as sweet, smart, funny, and honest;  

mathematical tower on which we all leaned, our ‘most val-

uable teacher’ for almost 30 years.  

Scott Spence (Associate Head of George School) 

(continued from previous page) 
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VOICES 

IN my calendar, January 1, 1863, is the most sacred day in 

American history. On that day, Abraham Lincoln signed 

the Emancipation Proclamation declaring enslaved people 

in the Confederate States "forever free."  

Frederick Douglass, a former slave, pressed Lincoln to 

take this action.  

I anoint Lincoln and Douglass joint saints on this  

momentous day. And I pray that we will honor their  

legacy by stoutly resisting the continuing siren calls of the 

Confederacy's "lost cause." 

Lincoln was "naturally anti-slavery. If slavery is not 

wrong, nothing is wrong." He revered the Declaration of 

Independence, especially its proclamation that all men are 

created equal. But he also revered the Constitution. Since 

the Constitution accepted slavery, Lincoln initially did not 

think he could free any slaves. 

Douglass pressed an argument that changed Lincoln's law-

yerly mind: military necessity demanded  

emancipation. Lincoln came to believe that he had the  

authority as Commander-in-Chief to deprive the  

Confederacy of slaves as a labor force and to enlist freed 

blacks as Union soldiers. His conscience and the  

Constitution were thus integrated.  

Lincoln was not free of racial prejudice, but his views on 

social equality evolved as he befriended Douglass and  

realized the man's immense intelligence. Douglass, too, 

grew to admire Lincoln, assuring him that the Second  

Inaugural Address was  "a sacred effort."  

An awkward marriage of politician and prophet grew 

more potent over time. 

Lincoln and Douglass emancipated us from slavery, but 

we are not yet emancipated from our tortured history.  

Some people assert that the Civil War was about states' 

rights rather than slavery or that slavery wasn't all that bad 

or that a compromise sustaining slavery for years would 

have been preferable to civil war. Hogwash. 

Let's be blunt: the Confederacy was formed to preserve 

slavery and the "states' right" at stake was the right of 

Southern states to preserve slavery as their economic  

engine and to expand slavery to new territories to make 

more money. Alexander Stephens, the Confederacy's 

Vice-President, said so: 

 

Our new government's . . . foundations 

are laid, its cornerstone rests, upon the 

great truth that the negro is not equal 

to the white man; that slavery,  

subordination to the superior race, is 

his natural and normal condition. 
 

That horrid heartbeat of the Confederacy was never  

acceptable or negotiable. And slavery was in no sense 

good for the enslaved.  

As Douglass wrote: 

 

To talk of kindness entering into a  

relation in which one party is robbed of 

wife, of children, of his hard earnings, 

of home, of friends, of society, of  

knowledge, and of all that makes this 

life desirable, is most absurd, wicked, 

and preposterous. 
 

I would not make a big deal of this point if the  

Confederacy's "lost cause" were truly lost, never to be 

fought again. But the "lost cause" found new life again 

and again and again when Confederate monuments were 

erected after Reconstruction ended; more monuments 

were erected as Jim Crow laws and lynchings abounded; 

and yet more Confederate monuments were erected to  

oppose the Civil Rights movement. These monuments 

were meant to send an unmistakable message of White 

Supremacy.  

The Smithsonian Magazine examines The Costs of the 

Confederacy in an article by that name 

(www.smithsonianmag.com/history/costs-confederacy-

special-report-180970731). American taxpayers have paid 

at least $40 million in the last decade to support  

Confederate memorials praising "kind" masters, excusing 

slavery, and perpetuating racist ideology. That's sickening.  

The cause "found" in the Declaration of Independence is 

the cause of freedom and equality for all peoples. The 

cause "lost" in the Civil War was the cause of slavery and 

supremacy. May we keep on "finding" the cause of Saints 

Abraham and Frederick and "losing" the cause of the  

Confederacy. And may we do so, as Lincoln would have 

insisted, with malice toward none and charity for all. 

Bob Anderson 

 

Recommended reading: Giants – The Parallel Lives of 

Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, by John 

Stauffer – Ed.) 
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PRACTICE creates the capacity that we stay in the 

groove of new learnings and continue to create the 

potential of ongoing stability and predictability.  

Athletes know this well as they hone their skills on a 

daily basis. Musicians don't just count on what they 

knew in the past but practice those 

habits as they discover new ones in 

the present moments. Without  

reminding ourselves of the  

importance of a ground of being or 

stable base (as stable as we might im-

agine) we can drift off and lose our 

focus —and our capacity to perform 

at our best. 

Of course one of the important  

practices is that of truth-telling. If we 

do not tell the truth but persist in our 

telling un-truths anyway we can go 

awry and begin to believe in the  

un-truth. That can lead us down a 

road with its many twists and turns causing us to lose 

our way. Such is the path of our present political  

discourse and fear. When both sides of the aisle  

believe in different facts the important thing, it seems 

to me, is to adjust our walk so that we are not  

prematurely or irretrievably committed to the journey 

we are on. Rather we need to factcheck our facts, face 

into our fears, be willing to alter course, and be  

reminded that we are elected to serve all the people 

and not just our base. This takes courage but it is that 

courage that spawns new possibilities beyond our im-

agining. 

Without practice of careful discernment, our default 

positions based on fear, prejudice, and characteriza-

tions can hold sway. For some time now we have 

seen all measures of simple and untrue statements 

made about liberals, conservatives, moderates. We 

have heard "facts" being shared with crowds that  

simply do not bear the truth in the light of day. We 

are a complex people and can simultaneously hold 

liberal and conservative views about a whole host of 

issues.  

What we don't like is to be pigeon-holed, called 

names that seek to put us down, but rather to be  

respected; valued, not demeaned; welcomed, not  

disregarded; honored, not ridiculed.  

As a liberal, I value tradition particularly as it seeks 

to remind me of the stories and gifts that contribute to 

the meaning of life on many levels, builds 

up community and continue to ongoing 

birthing the treasure that is other human 

beings. I want to conserve the best of our 

heritage all the while knowing that the 

heritage I treasure is when everyone has 

the opportunity to grow, learn, and  

flourish. I believe that it is important to 

visit the past but not live there. The past 

can help define who we are and want to 

be but the challenge is to live in the  

present and in the emerging future. For 

many of us the past has never been as 

good as it is portrayed or seems to compel 

us to hold sway to but rather has been 

filled with unfulfilled promises, lies, deceptions, prej-

udice and discrimination. Life is both a treasure and 

gift and also is difficult. 

In my religious tradition sources of authority that 

seek to define who I am and what I might be going 

forward point me to tradition (religious), culture,  

human experience, and deeply held personal  

positions. They can also be described as Scripture, 

Tradition, Reason, and reflected experience in  

community. My journey is to be in conversation with 

these sources and voices, see God's presence within 

them, and know that I need to keep on practicing 

these sacred conversations for the rest of my life. 

So where have all the conversations gone —long time 

passing. Where have all the conversations gone, long 

time ago. Where have all these conversations gone, 

gone to statements every one. Oh, when will we ever 

learn. Oh, when will we ever learn. The answer my 

friends is blowing in the wind, the answer is blowing 

in the wind.  

Time to catch the breeze. 

Bud Holland 

via Facebook 
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This morning I am thinking about the  
importance of  practice 



ADVOCACY 

THE CHRONICLE JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2019 16 

Our Syrian Families: An Update  
and A Love Story  

IN November 2015, Moustafa and Amal (then 21 

and 20) and their daughters Yusra and Rasha (then 

three and one) resettled in Morrisville. In January 

2016, Weaam (then about 30) and her sons Sulaiman 

and Abdulrahman (then ten and six) moved to  

Morrisville as well.  

Both families escaped slaughter in Syria, became ref-

ugees in Jordan, and then arrived here as legal  

refugees with the help of Bethany Christian Services 

and the ongoing support of the Bucks County  

Interfaith Coalition for Refugee Resettlement. 

(BCICRR is composed of volunteers from several  

local faith communities, including the Zubaida 

mosque, Kol Emet, and St. Andrew's.)  

Both families have received their green cards; they 

are now are assured of remaining in the United States 

and having the opportunity to become United States 

citizens in five years. They love and miss Syria and 

they love and treasure their new country. 

Moustafa is working 60-hour weeks as a cashier at a 7

-Eleven and it is still not enough to support his  

family. He is determined to move up the employment 

ladder. He receives ESL tutoring and takes evening 

VITA classes and his English is slowly and steadily 

improving. It may be another two-three years before 

he can attain a GED. In the meantime, he would like 

to enroll in skill training so he can upgrade his  

employment potential. 

Amal grew up in a community where women do not 

work outside the home. Although it is hard for her to 

take this step, she is ready to begin with a small  

subscription cooking project from her home. It will 

help the family's finances now and could lead to  

employment down the road — she's a fabulous cook! 

She is learning English rapidly, thanks in part to her 

ESL tutors.  

Weaam was going to college and studying English 

literature when the Syrian civil war killed her husband 

and ended her studies. The documentation of her  

studies has been lost so she has to start over. She 

dreams of being a classroom teacher. To reach that 

goal, she is now working on her U.S. GED diploma 

so she can enroll in childhood development classes. 

With just a few courses, she'll be eligible for  

employment as a classroom aide and then continue 

on, course by course, to complete her degree. 

Weaam's boys and Yusra are attending excellent 

Pennsbury schools, making friends and learning  

English rapidly. Rasha will enroll in preschool next 

fall. Education is the path out of poverty and these 

kids are racing along that path. Here are three images 

of Heaven on Earth, of the joy that God/Allah/

Jehovah intends and desires for all of us: 

The radiant and beautiful Yusra getting on or off the 

bus to her kindergarten. She loves her bus and her 

school; 

The joy of Moustafa and Amal in November when 

they moved out of a basement apartment into a light-

filled, mold-free upstairs apartment; and 

The interfaith party on December 1 attended by 150 

people to celebrate and support our beautiful, 

blessed, and beloved Syrian families.  

Many parishioners have befriended and supported 

these families. If you'd like to volunteer, please  

contact me at anderbobsox@gmail.com or  

215-968-6216. If you'd like to donate to help these 

families realize their dreams, you can send a check 

payable to Tzedek v,Shalom to BCICRR, P.O. Box 

219, Richboro, Pa. 18954. 

 

Back to the party for a last word from Moustafa and 

Amal. Using the English they have learned plus a 

very few words translated by Google, they wrote the 

remarks which accompany this article (see next page).  

The remarks are a Love Story about the Syria they 

tearfully left and the country they now proudly call 

home. If you want to learn about faith, hope, love, and 

gratitude, you will have master teachers in our Syrian 

families. 

 

Salaam, Shalom, and Peace, 

Bob Anderson   
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My name is Moustafa. I am from Syria, from Aleppo. I want 
to please take a few minutes with you. . . 

. . .Sometimes in this life the most 

beautiful words come out of the 

heart. 

This moment Google Images is full 

of devastating images of our  

beloved country. You begin to  

recognize that there is a continuing 

war.  

Suddenly the whole world knows 

the location of Syria and everyone 

is an expert on it. But when you 

ask what they know about Syria, 

they will tell you something related 

to death and destruction. 

It was one of the things that made 

me angry for a long time. My heart 

broke. Nobody understood that 

Syria could not be defined as 

"war."  

Syria was my refuge, a paradise on 

earth, where they speak the  

language of love. Why do you use 

hate terms? 

I remember walking around the 

wonderful streets of Aleppo, with 

the sudden appearance of the 

strong smell of jasmine, reminding 

you that here in the Levant, in the 

Middle East, caliphs and princes 

were walking in the same way as 

you. 

Our evenings began at 6:00pm, a 

magical hour in which the city fills 

with energy.  

Even when the sun goes down, the 

country will not lose its yellow col-

or. The yellow taxis increase, and 

in every corner of the street there 

are large cooking pots filled with 

corn.  

Yes, in Syria they eat corn with a 

little salt or butter while shopping.  

The streets were full of families 

eating ice cream, couples buying 

gold rings, and girls shopping 

while wearing the most beautiful 

hijab. 

I also remember that I visited 

Aleppo Castle with my  

grandfather, and I did not know it 

will be one of the last times I see 

the castle.  

It is one of the oldest and strongest 

types of castle on the face of the 

earth, and is open to visitors and 

delightful to the eye of every  

historian. 

Now things are happening but we 

are not used to them. We now have 

an unjust president who kills  

children, women and youth,  

destroys families and controls the 

country.  

This is unjust. We are a peaceful 

people who love life and a hard-

working, hopeful, and  

ambitious people who thank God 

for everything.  

When I talk about my country, 

Syria, I do not know what is  

happening to me. My heart beats 

hard and my hands tremble and our 

hearts cry.  

I have never lost Syria, its people 

and its friends. We have lost the 

most basic human rights —  

security, humanity and the life we 

loved — it is most difficult to see 

Syrian children die of hunger, 

thirst, cold, fear, and tyranny, and 

we have found nothing to help 

them.  

Such things did not happen with all 

the people in the world but  

unfortunately with the Syrian  

people. 

We Syrian citizens came to you in 

search of life and living for Amal, 

me and our children Yusra and Ra-

sha so we could breathe some free-

dom and security.  

And we came to you, and we left 

behind the pages of death and we 

try to open a new page in the book 

of life.  

I must pay tribute to all the  

Western people. We love you and 

thank you with all our hearts  

because you opened your doors to 

those affected by the war, not to 

close them in front of the Syrian 

people.  

You embraced us in humanity and 

you helped the people of Syria and 

gave them the most important gifts 

of life….And safety. 

 I am in the role of one of the  

Syrian refugees in the United 

States of America. I wish you  

special thanks for all co-operation 

with us.  

I do my best to work and study in 

order to achieve self-reliance as 

soon as possible. But you know 

that life in the United States is very 

difficult so we still need help and 

hope from you.  

God Almighty, Lord of the worlds, 

gives us piety and guidance. Thank 

you all who listen and attend today 

and this is a great honor for us and 

we are proud of you and we love 

you. 
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ADVOCACY 

Shining the light to overcome the darkness of   
tyranny, injustice and hatred 

THE Prologue to the Gospel according to John makes 

this essential assertion:  

 

The light shines in the darkness, and  

the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

As disciples of Christ, we are bearers of his Light and 

we are called to shine that light in dark places — plac-

es such as hospice rooms, poor communities, homes 

of the hungry, and prison cells. 

Every Advent, parishioners gather to write letters of 

support to those who have been tortured for their  

political and religious beliefs and letters of entreaty to 

their oppressors.   

Jesus was tortured and executed for his political 

stands and religious views; Saint Nicholas was merely 

tortured and imprisoned.  

So we honor Jesus and Santa Claus when we shine 

light into the dark places where oppression runs riot.  

This year, 16 of us wrote 105 letters to captives and 

captors in ten countries.  

Amnesty International identified these cases of  

injustice:  

 

Marielle Franco of Brazil, who was 

shot to death for speaking out for black 

women, LGBTI people, and the young 

in Brazil; 

Pavitri Manjhi of India, who has been 

harassed for standing up to big  

business and seeking to preserve the 

ancestral lands of the Adivasi people; 

Atena Daemi of Iran, who has been 

imprisoned for opposing the death  

penalty; 

The Sengwer people of Kenya,, whom 

the government is seeking to oust from 

their ancestral lands in the Embobbut 

Forest; 

Gulzar Duishenova of Kyrgyzstan, 

who has been discriminated against 

daily for speaking out for the rights of 

people with disabilities and diseases; 

Nawal Benaissa of Morocco, who has 

been harassed, tried, and sentenced for 

speaking up for social justice and 

health care services for poor people in 

the Rif region;  

Nonhle Mbuthuma of South Africa, 

who has been threatened for opposing 

a mining company's attempts to oust 

the Amadiba people from their  

ancestral land; 

Vitalina Koval of Ukraine, who has 

been attacked with chemicals burning 

her eyes for her support of women' and 

LGBTI persons; 

Awad of Sudan, who was forced to 

flee to Egypt because of her advocacy 

of women's rights, who may be  

deported back to Sudan where her life 

will be in danger and who is seeking to 

resettle in the United States; and 

Geraldine Chacón of Venezuela, who 

has been arrested, jailed, and harassed 

for advocating for young people in 

some of the poorest neighborhoods of  

Caracas;  

 

As of December 27, 259,574 letters have been written 

by groups like ours in the United States. Because we 

write letters, some of the people we write to will go 

free. If you want, you can still write letters for this 

year's campaign. https://write.amnestyusa.org. 

 

Got milk or food? Share it. Got Light? Shine it. 

 

Bob Anderson 
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ART’S GALLERY 

Megan Sutker: Liturgical artist, teacher, interfaith pastor 
PARISHIONER Megan Sutker describes herself as 

“child of God, progressive interfaith pastor, mommy,  

partner, mediator, teacher and lover of all things beautiful 

and good.”  

She is also, among other things, a cancer survivor and a 

seamstress of great creativity 

and skill, most recently sewing  

Advent-themed stole and  

chasuble for our rector, Hilary 

Greer, and an altar frontal (see 

photo, right).   

“I have worked in liturgical art 

for over 30 years, primarily 

making banners and stoles but 

also other vestments and  

paraments for worship spaces.” 

She also taught quilting in a  

vocational program. Megan says 

she learned how to sew by 

watching and talking with her 

grandmother, who in later years 

worked at Chicago  

retailer Marshall Fields, making alterations and designing 

clothes for high society store customers.    

Before entering the ministry, she was a medical advocate 

for a state agency handling victims of domestic violence 

and sexual assaults. She also trained doctors and nurses 

how to recognize those issues in their offices and/or  

emergency rooms. “It was good, hard work,” she says. She 

worked as a hospice and hospital chaplain and currently 

facilitates a bereavement group in the Yardley community 

as well as “Holding Space” at St. Andrews.  

“What does it mean to hold space for someone else? It 

means that we are willing to walk alongside another  

person in whatever journey they’re on without judging 

them, making them feel inadequate, trying to fix them, or 

trying to impact the outcome. When we hold space for 

other people, we open our hearts, offer unconditional  

support and let go of judgment and control.” She has  

between three and 20 people in the current group. “People 

come when they feel the need to come,” she says. 

She is currently affiliated with Labyrinth Ministries, 

which says it is a “ministry designed to accompany  

individuals and groups on their sacred journeys to the spir-

itual center.”  She has been with Labyrinth since 2008. 

Megan earned her BA in Speech Communications, Sacred 

Music (pipe organ and voice), in 1995 from Susquehanna 

University (“after going back to college at age 30 and  

having three kids”) and her Master of Divinity degree 

from Drew University Theological School in 1998. She 

was ordained in the United Church of Christ and served as 

minister at several churches, including the Morrisville 

United Methodist Church. She joined the Episcopal 

Church in 2012 and came to St. 

Andrews in 2015.  

She is a voracious reader and 

credits her father, then a radio 

broadcaster in Grand Island, NE, 

for encouraging her reading  

habits. “He had two large book 

shelves and I read every book, 

including encyclopedias, he had. 

I learned that if I could read, I 

could teach myself anything. My 

dad was incredibly curious and 

well read. I grew up watching 

and hearing news and reading 

newspapers and magazines. He 

had grown up in Oklahoma  

during the Dust Bowl days and I 

once asked him if he had ever read John Steinbeck’s 

Grapes of Wrath, and he said, ‘No, I lived it.” His family 

traveled in one car from Oklahoma to San Diego, to where 

he retired and lives today at 92.  

“I have three adult children and a 16-year-old son 

(Jonathan) as well as three grandchildren. My husband, 

Brad, is a meteorologist with Unisys Weather in  

Malvern.”  In addition, he has a small firm which offers 

local weather to local clients. “When Super Storm Sandy 

was coming (in 2012), he spoke to a group of local people 

and told them this was going to be a major storm. He 

urged them to store up batteries and water. Those who did 

thanked him later for warning them about the storm.” 

Megan adds: “We have a house that features both God and 

Mother Nature.”   

So, how did Megan and family wind up at St. Andrews? 

Among those who attended the Morrisville United  

Methodist Church when Megan was there were the late 

John Sherrard, wife Cheryl and their daughter and son-

in-law Jill and Jonathan Rea, all of whom had found a 

new home at St. Andrews.  

They encouraged her to come to our parish. “(Former  

rector) Daniell (Hamby) was very welcoming to us and 

we found it overall to be a welcoming place,” Megan said. 

 

Art Mayhew 
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